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LETTER I. 



To the Yearly Meeting of (Hichite) Friends. 

Esteemed Friends : 

I feel it a religious duty which I owe to you, to my*- 
self and the world, to lay before you a few considera- 
tions, which have been to me, subjects of much reflection, 
and cause of deep exercise of mind for the last ten years^ 

I became a member of your religious society in 1825, 
after a very careful consideration of your doctrines and 
peculiarities, and I have since been a pretty constant 
attendant upon your religious meetings, and a close obser- 
ver of all your measures. . 

Before becoming a member of your religious body, I, 
as a matter of course, examined your doctrines and rules 
of discipline, in order to act understandingly, and to 
know to what I was giving my sanction, and what ac- 
countability I was incurring. I inquired for something 
that would give a clear illustration of your faith and sys- 
tem of church government, and was told that Barclay's 
Apology was generally approved, and was considered 
as a standard work. This I carefully perused, and de- 
liberately considered, under a deep and solemn ^ense of 
the obligation which is imperiously binding upon every 
man, in laying the foundations of his religious faith and 
character, cautiously, carefuUy, and prayerfuUy to scru- 
tinize every thing in the light of truth. 

I was then young, and could not be expected to 
decide with that discrimination which characterizes the 
wisdom of age, long experience, and general intelligence.. 

I have recently considered the same important subjects 
again, and although I believe that some of my former 
conclusions were not based in truth, yet I laa.^^ ^^Rxs.^^asi 
cause to change my mmd in T^^aX\aa v<^ ^^\^'«^^>^'^^ 
tares of your mitb, as origvtvaSi-j '?^'^^^'^'»^^^^^;^^^^ 
supposed) genjBi::aUy be\iev^A^«ttvao%^^^'^ '^^ 



iAt that time, as far as I was able to discover, all the 
internal operations of the society, were going on with 
that proverbial order and regularity, which liad long 
characterized the society, and which had been but little 
short of the beautiful and noiseless harmony so strikingly 
displayed throughout the order of nature. 

The mild and peaceful doctrines, the meek and gen- 
tie spirit, and the Christian iove and unity, which so 
admirably comported with the simple cognomen, by 
which you have chosen to be known, had long been the 
admiration and wonder of the world : but I soon learn- 
ed, yea sorrowfully learned, that the baneful seeds of 
discord were thickly sown, and their poisonous genua 
were taking deep root among you. On the one hand it 
was confidently and boldly alleged, that infidelity, likea 
subtle fluid, was secretly circulating through every vein 
of your spiritual body, and would ere long strike its 
deadly inliuencetotbevery vitals of the church. On the 
other it was asserted that no new doctrines were enter- 
laiued, that the legitimate faith was accurately adhered 
to, and the charge was false and slanderous. A virulent 
animosity was thus awakened, violent controversies en- 
sued, the strong bonds of brotherly love and unity were 
severed — old and tried friends, whose intimacy was such 
that they appeared almost to be actuated by one mind, 
and to think the same thoughts, were alienated and 
totally estranged; nay worse, became bitter enemies. 
The spirit of former times, and of a darker age, was 
awakened from the dreary chambers of the tomb in 
which it had long slept, and the peace ol' society again 
"bled beneatli its torturing scourge. It brought up with 
n, all its former implements of destruction, it we except 
the eword, the gallows, and the faggot. 

This was no time for contesting the points in dispute. 
Every lover of tranquility and good order — every friend 
to the prosperity of Zion — who breathes the spirit of 
Glory to Gild in the highest, on earth, peace, and good 
^Jt to titear will at such a time, use all his influence in 
^iajfag /Ac dhcords and bealiny l\ie wounA» x\ia\ *\icU 
^P'rit Stifficis upon the best inletesXs o? ' wjuvtx.-^ . 



When a house is on fire, there is no time to inquire who 
is the incendiary. Although I soon discovered that some 
of the ministers, and many of the members of your re-^ 
ligious body, began to advance doctrines to which I could 
not subscribe, and which I considered to be alike at va- 
rience with the known conditions of compact among you,, 
the very nature of the Christian religion, and the great 
and immutable foundations of the gospel; yet at that 
time, discretion forbade that I should add any thing to 
the heat of controversy, which already had been produc- 
tive of consequences more destructive than any errors in 
faith can produce, so long as a sincere desire to arrive 
at truth, and purity of intention to practice accordingly, 
are so fully preserved as I know them to be in your 
society. 

When any man, or body of men, inadvertently fall 
into error of which they are willing to be convinced, or 
which they would not willingly embrace or inculcate 
when they became aware of its fallacy, violent contro- 
versy or harsh denunciations are-but ill adapted to their 
case, and very unlikely to remove the evil which they 
are desiffned to remedv. 

I was willing to hope that these things were taken up 
without due reflection or proper investigation; and some- 
times perhaps in a moment of excitement. Therefore, I 
cherished a belief that they would subside with the heat 
of party spirit, and all would finally settle down on the 
original basis. I trusted that, as soon as sober reflec- 
tion should have time to take the place of misguided zeal, 
and rash and precipitate judgment, these relics of Jew- 
ish error, and delusions of the Apostles before they had 
been spiritually instructed, (as will hereafi:er appear,) 
would break away before the light of divine truth, and I 
5?hould be saved the pain of bearing a public testimonj^ 
against them. I resolved to wait with all patience, and 
to point out these things to my brethren io the spirit of 
love, before I raised my voice against ^ body of ^eoijle;. 
for whom I cherished teeliugja o\ \Jna V\^^"9Xx^^^^- 

Knowing that you have ViexeX.ofot^V^^'^^'^^^''^^ 
in the great and righteous ^warfaxe ^jgjiiSA^- xcasx ^ 



vices and great moral evils of the day, I liave witnessed 
your errors more in sorrow than in anger, and have 
long looked for the consummation of my fondly che- 
rished hopes, but in vain. Ten years of fruitless expec- 
tation have now passed away, and the difficuty is not 
abated ; but on the contrary, it has been continually in- 
creasing and developing itself in new forms, until hope 
has expired, and 1 most conscientiously believe that my 
duty to my God, mv love to you, and my ardent desire 
to promote, as much as may be, the welfare of the hu- 
man family at large, call upon me in the most solemn 
manner, to protest against these alarming inroads upon 
the great truths of the Gospel as it is in Jesus. But in 
doing so, I shall use no harsh or unfeeling epithets — ^no 
violent denunciations — no charges of intention to deceive, 
for I know full well, that a more honest and sincere class 
of men can no where be found ; therefore, ahhough I may 
deal with you with the characteristic plainness of a Qua- 
ker, yet it shall be with that good feeling which your 
kindness has been so eminently calculated to inspire. 

I have waited for all excitement to pass away, and for 
cool and deliberate reason to resume its sway. It would 
be a source of deep regret to me, should I be instrumen- 
tal in reviving again that spirit of dissension which so 
painfully disturbed the j)eaco ol' the church. • I have no 
such intention. My object is alike benevolent to you 
and to the world. 1 conceive that I cannot render you a 
greater service, than by apprizing you of your faults. — 
This I hold to be the oificc of true l*i icudship. You may 
ask why I tell them to the world ? My answer is, the 
public good is involved in your doctrines, and although 
you are accountable to no earthly power for your reli«»- 
lous belief but that of public opinion, yet it is your duty 
to submit your cause to that tribunal, and to stand un- 
disguised before it. 

with Uiesc preliminaries I shall pnx:ecd in mv next 
to a consideration of the doctrines to which I allude. 
J am very respectfully. Sec. 

ISAAC HARUmOTO^, Ivx, 



LETTER II. 



Rbspbctbd Friends : 

It is now generally believed among you, that Jesus of 
Nazareth was not the Christ; but that the true Christ 
was the Wisdom and Power of God manifested in him. 

However highly these views of Christ may be esteem- 
ed among you, as more spiritual than those which you 
denominate outward; I am compelled, as an honest 
man to dissent from tliem ; believing them to be opposed 
both to the letter and spirit of the divine record. 

The mode of reasoning which you adopt to sustain 
these views, I deem to be dangerous — calculated to un- 
settle the deep foundations of our most holy faith — totally 
at variance with the simplicity of the truth, and tending 
to involve the whole subject of religion in obscurity^ mysr 
ticism and doubt. 

The advent of a Messiah bad been, for a long time, 
the burden of prophetic vision in Israel ; and in due tim6, 
Jesus of Nazareth came, and professed to be the Christy 
for whom the ancient people of God had long and anx- 
iously waited. Now. if we admit that he was not the 
promised Messiah, where shall we go to find one whom 
we will acknowledge as such ? 

In the days of our Saviour's pilgrimage on earth, ma- 
ny who had followed him for a season, turned back, and 
denied that Jesus was the Christ. Then said Jesus unta 
the disciples, " Will ye also go away ?" Simon Peter 
answered and said, " Lord, to whom shall we go ? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life." In the spirit of Simon I 
would put the question to you ; If you deny that Jesus 
was the Christ to whom will ye go ? 

You may urge, it is true, that the Christ was manifested 
in Jesus, but was separate and distinct from him. But 
this is the very mode of argument to which I object. — 
Once admit that we are at liberty to make these hair- 
splitting distinctions, and to divide and subdivide a per- 
son into as many parts as may be ^mVxsAl \a ^spqx ^^^^^cc- 
ience, and where shall we 8\o^^ Ot\ia^ ^^^VjT^^^ 
that anj man is what be piofe^se^ vo\ie;l n^^ ^ 



Btroyed his identity in the outset, and there is no vagary 
of toe imagiaalion, however absurd, that may not grow, 
out of it. I might affirm, for instance, that Simon waS' 
not the apostle Peter, but that the true Peter was the 
Power and Wisdom of God, for this same power and 
wisdom were manifested in Peter; and I might contend 
that the man Simon could not do the wonderful things 
that Peter performed after he was inspired, and therefore 
the true Peter was the Power and Wisdom of God. 

Again; I might claim that Judas and Iscariot were 
separate and distinct persons; so that while the Judas 
was a traitor, the Iscariot was a true disciple. I might 
go farther, and affirm that Saul of Tarsus, and Paul tiie 
apostle were not identical ; and therefore when Paul la- 
mented that he had persecuted the church, he might have 
excused himself by saying he had not done these thinge, 
but ibcy were all done by that wicked Saul of Tarsus, 
whale Paul the apostle, was a valiant Soldier of the 
Cross. 

No one will have the hardihood to assume these posi- 
tions, and yet they can be as easily sustained as the doc-i 
trine that Jesus was not the Christ. There is precisely, 
the same evidence in the one case as in the other, witll 
this exception, that Simon declared that Jesus was llie 
Christ, and Jesus declared that the fact was revealed to 
Simon from lieaven., So I might go on with the whole 
history of the New Testament, and no one Irulli there 
recorded could be sustained as it is laid do\vii; (or I 
have already heard most of the prominent parts of the 
Scriptures spiritualized, andoncof your most d istinguish- 
ed ministers has declared to me, ihat mosi of (he accoont 
of the apostles is to be spiritually understood. Adopt 
your course of reasoning, and all our conlidcnce in the 
leaching of Jesu* must be destroyed ; for when wc read 
that Jesus spake thus and m), what evidence have wo 
ihai Christ had any thing lo do witb ir. If Jesus was 
nut (he Christ, by what rule shall we determine whJdi 
.trc the wnnU of Jesus and which of Christ f 
These are lUMcaltiof which must ncces-^atA-s anw: \u 
'arryii^ nut yoar mode of argument ; aad \ \j\iv A \i» now 
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in all seriousness and candor, whether a mode of reason- 
ing which unavoidably involves us in such absurdities, 
is not dangerous — ^tending to subvert all definite and 
firm ideas of religious trudi f 

No abstruse theory in metaphysical disquisitions 
involves more vague and indefinite reasoning, than 
this system of mysticism, of which we can make any 
thing, every thing or nothing, as may best suit the pur- 
pose of every new theorist. I might pursue this view of 
the subject much farther, and by carrying out the mode 
of argument, and making metaphysical distinctions in the 
same person, could show that every species of crime 
might be justified. The atrocious criminal might, with 
some show of plausibility, plead that he was not the real' 
perpetrator of the crime, but he was possessed of the 
devil, who instigated him to perform the deed", or who 
committed the act through him. 

I am prepared to show on your premises, that the charge 
of being an impostor or a deceiver, which the Jews 
brought against Jesus, and on which account they cruci- 
fied him, was strictly true. When the foul charge was 
brought against them that they had put to the shameful 
death of the cross, not only an innocent, but an exalted 
Being — no other than the " Lord of Life and Glory," — 
with what propriety and effect might they have laid hold 
of your argument, and boldly defended themselves against 
the charge as defamatory in the highest degree. Me- 
thinks I can almost hear them now crying from the dust, 
since this new weapon has been put into their hands — 
since a large and respectable body of Christians have 
espoused their cause — and see them wiping from their 
long injured reputation, the slanderous imputatira 
of having crucified the Lord Jesus Christ — saying "we 
have not crucified the Christ, we only put Jesus to death 
for professing to be the Christ, while the true Messiah 
was separate and distinct from him, and therefore he was 
an impostor." This, in fact, was their plea, audit ^ve.«. 
me much pain, to hear my own de^x Sfv^xAs* ^^'?v&wi|a 
their side of the cause, and asaettixi^^^'aX^^^^v^'J^^ 
the Chxist ; anrf that tiie Jewa A\Atxo\. cxxxc&S "^^ 
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I*ife and Glory," as was alleged by the apostles. — 
What could pain me more than to hear you virtually give 
the charge of falsehood to all the sacred historians, and 
even to Jesus himself, and see you espouse the cause of 
the biood-ataioed Jews. 

But I will not press this point further. I only wish to 
show you that if we would preserve the divine authori^ 
of the scriptural record] and have a firm foundation for 
our hope in the true and living Christ, we must allow 
Jesus to have been what the prophets foretold he would 
be — what he professed to be, and what all the apostles 
^ and early Christians believed and declared him to be. 
I maintain that the identical person who appeared in 
Judea, and was called Jesus of Nazareth, was the Christ, 
the whole Christ, and nothing but the Christ. I use the 
inrra person here, in the same sense in which we apply it 
to any person — embracing, not merely the body alone — 
but the wiwU man, mind, and body — or if you please, in 
Acripturai language, soul, body, <aid xpiril ; and I contend 
ihat no diatiaction can be made between thesa, without 
destroying the wliolc. AH were necessary to constitute 
the true Christ ; any part of him alone, could not hav» 
made him whole and complete in all his parts. 

We can with precisely llie same propriety make a dis- 
tinction between the body and soul of man. We know 
that tlie body of man can do nothing without the usseni 
of the mind. The body is entirely under the control of 
the mind, and consequently the mind alone can act; 
Therefore we can witli the same show of plausibility say, 
lliat the boily is no part of the man, as tliat Jesus wa» 
no part of Christ. Ho sane man will maku such an as- 
sertion. The body alone, would be a lifeloss clod of 
earth ; tlie sr.ul alone, would be a spirit ; but the union 
of them constitutes ihe man. 

In the same mnnni-r the divine nature ulune could not 

liave been the whole Clirist; neither could tho cor[)oroal i 

but the union of the iwo.conalituled the whole, complott- 

aad perfect Chmi. The objecia of his mission reouirod 

. ^^ two oalans. " Wherefore in a\\ v\\\QKft \v Iwhoved 

ifc^ *o he made Jike unto Uis brethren, v\mCWTO\^\\.W->v 
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mertJ^l and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make recotaciKation for the sins of the people." 
Heb. ii. 17. 

" For we have not a High Priest which cannot be touch- 
ed with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points- tempted like as we are, yet without sin." — ^Heb. 
IV. 15. It may be well for us to lemark that this was 
not merely the outward Jesus, who as you claim, was 
no part of the Christ, that was made like unto his breth- 
ren — ^was tempted, &c. as will appear from the previous 
vei*se of the same chapter : " Seeing then that we have a ' 
great High Priest that is passed into the heavens," &c. 
Heb. iv. 14. 

We may here observe that the High Priest spoken of, 
had passed into heaven, and therefore according to your 
own showing it could not have had exclusive reference 
to the body of Jesus, without regard to the true Christ. 

Thus it appears that the body of Christ was vitally 
and essentially necessary to constitute a Saviour — a great 
High Priest that could be tempted, and know how to 
sympathize with the infinnities of human nature ; there- 
fore no distinction can be made between Jesus and the * 
Christ. Whatever Jesus was, the same was Christ, and 
whatever Christ was, the same was Jesus of Nazareth. 

I believe this position is susceptible of positive proof. 
You may recollect that the appearance of Jesus was a 
matter of much speculation among the Jews. That he 
was an extraordinary personage seems to have been ad- 
mitted on all hands ; but there were various opinions 
concerning his real character, and upon this subject ma- 
ny speculations and conjectures were abroad. Knowing 
these things, Jesus on a certain occasion said to his dis- 
ciples, 5* Whom do men say that I, the Son of Man am ?" 
Now mark, it was Jesus who spoke, and that he alluded 
to the identical person who stood before them, is evident 
from the fact that he explained himself, by adding " the 
Son of Man'* — " Whom say men that I, the Son of Mak 
AM?" And thw said, "Some ^.a-j \!c\o\i ^x\. "^^Swo. '^fefc 
Baptist, Bome Elias, and olheia JexetKva.^, ox oxsa ^'^^^ 
propbetM. He saith ijnto tVetn, Vwxil ^ri>DSi «»3 "3^ ^^^ 
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am? And Simon Peter answered and said, THOU 
ART THE CHEIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING 
GOD." Malt. xvi. 13-16. 

That Peter here alluded to the identical person whom 
he addressed, and who was known by the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, is most perfectly evident from the circum- 
stances of the case. There is no principle of reason or 
common sense upon which we can safely come to any 
other conclusion. Were any of you to ask me whether 
1 kqew you, and I should say, yes, you are A. and B. 
jneo^bers of the society of Friends, could you understand 
me to mean that your identical person had nothing to do 
with this matter ; but that I meant the soul, mmd, ot\ 
something else, because the body cannot be the man ? 
By what authority then do you say, when Peter addres- 
sed Jefius, and with his eye fixed on bis person, said 
" Thou art the Christ," that he did not mean Jesus, but 
the Power and Wisdom of God ? Or I will present it iu 
a light that you can perfectly comprehend : You protess 
to speak by tbe dictates of the Spirit of God. 

Suppose one of your ministers should deliver a very 
able discourse, that you had no doubt was thus dictated, 
who of you would think of saying that your friend, the 
minister, did not speak ? Yet on your premises yoa 
would be bound to say your friend did not say a word, 
but tbe Spirit of God preached a most powerful dis- 
course. 

You may perhaps say, that Peter's views in the case 
noticed, were outward, and he spoke after the natural 
man; but if you will read a little further you will find 
such a mistake corrected. "Jesus answered and said. 
Blessed art thou, Simon, Bar-Jona, for Hesh and blood 
liatli not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which it 
in heaven." Malt. xvi. 17. 

Here you see that Jesus taught that Peter had leumed. 
this, not from flesh and bliMxi, but by a direct revelation 
from the Father of Spirits. He continues, " 1 
■aaf t//ou url Peier, and upon this rock (or truth which 



1 



p a&w Aast just confessed, thai 1 am \iffi G\iT«s.,^ I will 
***^t/ My church, and the eates of Vcl\&'Qaiiii««-V^'**i^ 
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You may here leam that the truth that Jesus was the 
Christ, was the sure and steadfast foundation on which 
the true church was to be built, and to remain secure from 
•all the assaults of its enemies. 

O.l how deeply do I lataent that my friends have re- 
jected this sure foundation, and are trying to lay another, 
and buUd thereon ; forgetting that " other founda* 
tion can no man lay than that which is laid, which is 
J^sus Christ.'' 1 Cor. iii. 2. I tremble lest ye should 
share the same fate with the foolish builders, who built 
upon the sand. 

That I am not mistaken in the position that Peter al- 
luded to Jesus of Nazareth as the very Christ, will ap- 
pear perfectly evid^at from a consideration of his teach- 
ing after he was endued with the Holy Ghost. 

with the other apostles he remained at Jerusalem, 
waiting for the fulfilment of that promise which assured 
them that they should be endued with power from on 
hi^. 

When the day of Pentecost was come, this promise 
was fulfilled, and they began to speak with other lan- 
guages, as the spirit gave them utterance. Peter stood 
up in the midst of the eleven, and addressing the very 
murderers of Jesus, delivered to them that remarkable 
discourse, which was instrumental in converting three 
thousand souls. Near the close of that powerful effort 
we find this remarkable passage, which is precisely in 
point, and which seems to ha\e been the great object of 
his communication : ^'Let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God hath made that SAME JESUS 
whom ye crucified, BOTH LORD AND CHRIST."— 
Here we find whom Peter meant when he said, " Thou 
art the Christ." 

How is it possible for any man to reconcile this most 
clear and explicit statement with the opinion that Jesus 
was not the Christ ? If this inspired teacher had been 
apprehensive of an outward application of his wordsn 
why did he not caution his heaxet^^ «ca^ «a:5 \si*^««i^T>^'^ 
have preached to you Christ 3ea\xa\!is\^\^^^^0a'^^^^^ 
jaoi have yon mok that 1 ha^e ^x>a«A. x» ^^^«* 
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Nazareth. He was not the Christ — he was but a r 
and if you take him for the Christyour views will be o 
ward and not spiritual. Jesus was largely endut 
with the Power and Wisdom oi'God, and ihey were tl 
Christ to whom I allude. Now be veiy careful to make 
this distinction, for you know the Jews are very outward 
in all their views and forms of worship ; and I would 
'have you avoid all their errors. Wlien 1 said, the same 
Jesus whom ye cmcified, I did not speak of Jesus ol' 
Nazareth, but the Power and Wisdom of God ; and you 
know they could not he cruciGed." But not this was 
not his language, he had nothing to fear on this points— J 
This quEdincation would have defeated the whole obje<' 
of this most convincing and overpowering discourse.— 
To convince the people of this same truth which you di 
ay, that Jesus was the Christ, was the very fact which I 
had been striving to prove. Could he have succeeded ku 
proving this point he would not only have converted ■ 
three thousand, but the immense multitude of hearers. 

He succeeded in convincing more than were ever 
prosolyted ou any other occasion. But of what did he 
convince them ? Not that Jesus was not the Christ, but 
that he most assuredly was both Lord and Christ; yea, 
and the same Jesus who was crucified. 

It may be well for us to remember that these ihingx 
were spoken by Peter as the Spirit gave him utterance, 
and it may be a useful subject of inquiry for you, vrhetb- 
er the same Spirit which inspired Peter to declare this 
thing, has ever taught you to contradict its own inetnic- 
tions .'' 

But I rest not the proof of my position on a single, pas- 
sage. Many other portions of Scripture may ' " 
adduced, equally clear and explicit. In fact, thewlu 
record teaches this same doctrine, and thi- great system 
of Christianity is based upon it. Take that away e 
the whole must fail. 

Almost the entire controversy between the 
Cbriatiana anA ilicir enemies, was upon this very qtw 
''"D- The Jews believed that a Measiaii ■woviVd conM^ 
Pf" ^itey oBirmed, as jou nowdo, thalSesuso'i^aa 
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was not the Christ; and they even went so far as to a- 
gree among themselves that if any man confessed' that 
Jesus was the Christ, he should be cast out of the Syna- 

fogue, which is one step farther than you have yet gone ; 
ut I have already learned that no man can preach this 
doctrine among you free from censure. But the disciples 
went forth preaching to the people, and wherever tney 
yent, they made this the prime object of their mission : 
to declare that Jesus was the Christ. • 

Hence we read of one ApoUos, who was an eloquent 
man, and mighty in the Scriptures. He came to Achaia, 
and being fervent in spirit, he helped them much who 
had believed through grace ; for he mightily convinced 
the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the Scriptures 
that Jesus was the Christ. Acts xviii. 28. Now if you 
are correct, this, instead of being a help, must have been 
a hindrance to the believers. This believing that Jesus 
was the Christ, you call an outward view of the matter, 
calculated to draw away the attention from the spiritual- 
ity of Christ's kingdom. But so ApoUos taught them, 
and the sacred historian says it helped them much. 

To the same end Paul labored. Hence we learn as 
follows : Now "when they had passed through Amphip- 
olis and ApoUonia, they came Jo Thessalonica, where 
was a Synagogue of the Jews ; and Paul, ** as his man- 
ner WAS," (mark, as his manner was,) went in unto them, 
and three Sabbath days reasoned with them, out of the 
Scriptures, opening and alleging that Christ must needs 
have suffered and risen again from the dead, and that 
THIS JESUS whom I preach unto you is CHRIST.-- 
Acts xvii. 1-3. 

Now let me ask ydu whether you believe that Paul 
asserted a falsehood or not } and whether ApoUos, whose 
testimony we have above seen, was a deceiver of the 
people f Was Peter deluded when he said Jesus was the 
Christ ? and was Jesus himself guilty of misrepresent- 
ation when he told Simon that it was revealed to him 
from heaven ? Will you set up yo\it o^\i \3aft.\.^ iasg^;^s«5& 
against this clear and pcya'aVve, ^xoo'l^ ^S^Sws^ 
particle of evidence— on mete coixs^\.>axen ^^^"^"Q^***^ 
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and the feeble dictates of human wisdom, which is nat- 
urally errant and wandering f 

How difierent has been your preaching on this point 
from that of Paul and the other apostles, and even 
of Christ himself, (for according to your showing, Je- 
sus could never preach.) I have set down with you full 
often in the house of worship, and your ministers have 
waited, as their manner is, for the spiritual influence to 
arise and help their infirmities, (which I believe to be 
highly important,) but when they have arisen how my 
soul has been pained, and how have thousands of others 
been shocked to hear them, in opposition to the apostles, 
alledge that Jesus was not the Christ. 

I hope it will not be deemed unfriendly, if I say that 
the pure and holy Spirit which instructed Paul, and oth- 
er righteous men of old, to declare that Jesus was the 
Christ, cannot now influence others to lay waste this 
doctrine, and bring it into disrepute. I commend the 
subject to your special notice, and 
Remain, most sincerely, 

your faithful friend, 

ISAAC HARRINGTON, Jun. 



liKTTEK 111. 



Dear Friends r 

Another doctrine generally believed, aod pubhcly pro- 
claimed among you, is, that the death of Jesus was not 
designed by his Heavenly Father, Jind consequently was 
no part of his mission on earth ; buf that he died merely 
as a martyr in consequence of the wickedness of the 
Jews. 

I am apprehensive that this sentiment has been em- 
braced, without a careful examination of the evidences 
in the case. Knowing that many of you possess sound 
^siSK/ dischmiaatwe minds, capable oi scrutinizing 
^ojr sabjectf and beL'eviiig that you Yvove no 'w\«.Vi to em- 
'^oe error^ or palm it upon otbers^l caivBccoxiiw. fet <Dfc 
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fact that you have entertained doctrincfs so obviously at 
variance with plain and positive proof, on no groun^t but 
by supposing that you have not investigated the subject 
with that cool and deliberate attention which should 
characterize all our inquiries after truth. I am confident 
the fact has escaped your notice, that this error originated 
with the apostles of Jesus, before they understood the 
great and glorious plan of the (Jospel ; while they were 
" outward in their views," and looked at things with the 
narrow conceptions of human nature. 

In order to prepare the minds of his followers for that 
awful moment^ which he knew would spread consterna- 
tion and alarm among them^ Jesus explained to them 
the fact, that he must die and rise again from the dreary 
chambers of the grave. He undoubtedly knew that 
they would think it was merely a wicked act of the 
Jews, without use or design, and therefore he told them,. 
" my Father loveth me because I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself; I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again. This commandment have 
I received of my father." John x. 17,. 18. 

Now, friends, permit me to ask, how does this Jiarmo- 
nize with the doctrine you are in the habit of teaching.. 

Christ says, ryo man taketh my life from me, but I lay 
it dovm of myself. You say he did not lay it dovm of him" 
idf but the Jews tooJc it from him. He says, th^is commandr 
ment have I received of my Father. You say it was not 
designed by the Father. 

On another occasion, when Jesus attempted to show 
his disciples the necessity of his death, Peter began to 
rebuke him, saying, "be it far from thee Lord ; this shall 
not be unto thee." Peter believed, as you do, that it was 
no part of the mission of Christ, and therefore he need 
not sufier; but what said Jesus i Did he acknowledge 
th^ truth of the doctrine ? Nay ; but he turned to Simon 
with this severe rebuke — " get thee behind me SATAN f 
thou art an OFFENCE unto me ; for thou savorest Qot 
the . things that be of Gob, b\JkX x!Eio«i^ ^^xXjr^ ^S.'^ksBteJ 
Man. xn. 22, 23. I beg o5 ifwa, ««cA*. ^^^^^^ 

•2» 
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reflect whether you do not render yourselves liable to the 1 
same reproof from the great Master of assemblies. ' 

Can you possibly imagine any process of reasonitig, 
by which the same sentiment that was an ofli?nce nnta 
Christ, and the declaration of which called forth the 
most keen reprimand that he ever uttered, has been 
changed into a doctrine well pleasing in the sight of God ? 

The scriptures of the old testament declared that 
when Christ should come, he should die ; and his death 
is as clearly set forth as any part of bis mission, or any 
act of his life. If, therefore, you can prove from the 
old testament, that be came for any purpose, 1 can show 
from the same writings, that he came to suffer death. 1 
will take one instance merely as an illustration. In the 
liii. chapter of Isaiah, there is a clear and explicit 

t)rophecy of the Messiah, and to him is applied the fol- 
owing language : " He was cut off' out of the land of 
the living, for the transgressions of my people was he 
stricken ; and he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death." There are many things set 
forth in the same chapter concerning Christ, but none 
more clearly than bis death; and if tliis scripture will 
prove that Cod intended the Messiah to come at all, or to 
do any thing, it will prove that be intended his death. 
With this position, all the teachings of Christ accord. 
When the hour of his death drew near, and the murder- 
ous multitude came out against him, armed with deadly 
weapons, Simon Peter, notwithstanding the withering 
reproof he bad received for bis unbelief, still adhered to 
hia position, that Christ need not suffer, and resolved to 

Erevent it, as you no doubt would have done, had you 
Ben present on that occasion. You could not, as hon- 
est men, have acted otherwise, consistently with your 
doctrines, which teach that it was neither necessary nor 
useful. Were one of your own members in imminent 
danger of a sudden and awful death on account of his 
r«li^0U8 fnith, find his dcatli could not promotn the great, 

1 of truth, would it not be your du^ to put lortll' 

Mvus effort in bis behalf? ; 

tf^theo could you, with vour pteaetiv Vicw^, \iv«%j 
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withheld your aid from ydur Master, when he was about 
to be siezed and put to an ignominious and unmerited 
death? If your premises are true, it would have been 
alike christian and benevolent to him and his enemies.. 
I am persuaded, however, from your known attachment 
to the christian principles of peace, you would have 
sought to accomplish it by more peaceable means than 
those resorted to by Peter. He drew his sword and 
commenced a spirited attack, resolved no doubt either to 
protect his Master, or die in his defence. But Jesus said 
unto him, " put up thy sword into his place, &c. Thinkest 
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he ^hall 
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels ? 
But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus 
it must be f^' Matt. xxvi. 52-4. 

Thus you perceive, that had it been right for Christ to 
be protected, he might have marshaled the angelic hosts 
of heaven to fly to his rescue : therefore, it is evident 
that hig enemies had no power against him, but what he 
permitted them to have. He needed no earthly arm to 
protect him. It was designed that he should drink the 
fatal draught, for had it been possible for the cup to pass, 
his Father would have heard and answered his agoniz- 
ing prayer, "O Father^ if it be possibky let this cup pass 
Jram me." Malt. xxvi. 39. 

I leave this without further comment, for you must 
see and feel, and I hope you will acknowledge its force. 

On^another occasion, when he appeared in disguise to 
two of his disciples, after the resurrection, they advanc- 
ed this same doctrine to him, saying ** the chief priests 
and rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and 
have crucified him, but we trusted it had been he which 
should have redeemed IsraeV^ Luke xxiv. 20, 21. 

They appeared much disappointed in his death, and 
seenSed to fear the object of his coming was defeated. 

But Jesus said to them, ** O fools and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken ! Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things aqd to have eur 
tered into his glory i Luke x.xvv. ^b-ft, ^ ^ 

He then appeared anto tVke e\&NCTL, '^'^^xA^s^^'^"* 
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tbem, these are the words 'which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled 
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the Pro- 
phets, and in the Psalms concerning me. Then opened 
he their underatandijigs, that, iJtey might undrrttand the Scrip- 
lures, and said unto them, thus It is written, and .thus it 
behoved Christ to suSer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day," &c. Luke xxiv. 44-46. 

Here ended this strange delusion. The light of di- 
vine truth broke into their minds, bright as the sunbeams, 
and piercing as the electiic spark ; and henceforward the 
disciples taught boldly ir> the Synagogues that Christ _ 
must needs have suffered and died, and triumphed over J 
death, hell and the grave. I 

In proof of this assertion, I invite your attention to the ™ 
ibUowing declarations of the apostles: 

" But those things which God before had shewed by 
the mouth of all his prophets, that chbist shodld suf- 
FBK, he hath so fulttlled." Acts iii. J8, And again : — 
"Him, being delivered by [he determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain." Acts ii. 2-3. Should 
any question arise in regard to the import of the word 
delivered, we may learn what was intended to be convey- 
ed by referring to Luke xxiv, 20. "The clitef priests 
and Tu\eTs deliixired him to be condemned to denlh." 

Again Simon spoke upon this point. " For of a truth, 
against thy holy child Jesiia, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with tlie Gentiles ami the people of Israel, were 

Satbered together, for lo do whatsocvrr ihy band and 
ly counsel determined l)eforc to be done.*' Acts iv. 27, 
28. These testimonies put the matter to rest. Tou 
must either deny the Scriplurrs, or yirhl to the force of 
(he declaration, ihat the death of Christ was according 
to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. 

! There was no condition or contingency about it, (as has 
recently been asserted by one of your noted ministers.) 
He claims that "all prnphet-y is conditional, and ihere- 
£ms. (I use his own wonJs,) though the prophets ho^^ 
jp'WnW Uic death oC Christ, it was on \!be swnAftu»a ^iM|^| 
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the Jews would be wicked enough to put him to death." 
On this principle any man can prophesy, as well as the 
holy ana inspired men of old ; and if their declarations 
fail, all they have to do is to claim that their predictions 
were conditional, and circumstances rendered the fulfil- 
ment unnecessary. Carry out this assumption, and the 
world will ere long be flooded with every species of de- 
ception, absurdity and extravagance, that a diseased im- 
agmation can conjure up. 

The same person had the boldness to assume that he 
was speaking under the immediate influence, and by di- 
rection of the Spirit of God, and at the same time, he de- 
clared without the least qualification, that all ministers 
who are taught in theological seminaries, know less 
about religion than the untaught Indian ! 

Friends, these things are wrong, and it is your duty to 
investigate them, and either acknowledge them, as a 
body, or disavow them. 

All religious compacts are formed on special condi- 
tions and for specific objects ; and these conditions and 
objects should be constantly kept in view, and be strictly 
observed. 

If a religious body make, or are suspected, of making 
changes in their faith, they are bound to speak out, and 
^•elieve the community, and more especially the mem- 
bers, from all doubt and suspense.. 

By conversing with your members, I have learned that 
there are many among you, who are not aware that these 
doctrines are entertained, and who will never sanction 
them ; others deal out censure upon all who do not be- 
lieve them. This is a state of things that should not ex- 
ist. You are bound by every principle of justice, and 
every expressed and implied condition of the compact, to 
declare your sentiments, and le^t your members and the 
world know whether you intend to acknowledge or dis- 
card these new, (and as all the world believe) erroneous 
principles. 

The imputation is fastened ai^oii^o\3Lv''du\A^'^^^'^s.^^ 
way in wiuch you can wipe out the ?\.ivcL, ^o\V ^^ -^^s^^^ 
of the yearly meeting. So. V>ug a^ ^'ow xe^x^^^ '^^ ^^^"^^ 
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your sentiments by an official act, you must and wiU be 
held responsible for the opinions of individuals. 

I offer it as my sincere advice to you, to take these 
things into serious consideration, by a large and judicious 
committee of the yearly meeting, and send down advices 
to the subordinate meetings, and thus relieve them from 
that doubt and conjecture which is so grievous to be 
borne. 

I deem it proper for me to inform you, that after 
a deliberate ana solemn consideration of the sub- 
ject, I have resolved to tender to the monthly meeting 
of which I am a member, a resignation of my right of 
membership, and be it known to you, that I shall hence- 
forth claim none of the privileges, nor acknowledge any 
of the liabilities of a member of your church ; but in re- 
linquishing my right of membership, I wish to be under- 
stood as not renouncing the great fundamental doctrines 
of the original society of Friends. 

In conclusion, permit me to say, that I cherish no feel- 
ings towards you but those of love, and for many of your 
members, I entertain sentiments of the highest personal 
regard. 

I submit these considerations to your candid attention, 
arid bid you an afiectionate and final farewell. 

ISAAC HARRINGTON, Jun\ 
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